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UM PRESIDENT ATTENDS D.C. SUMMIT ON INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
MISSOULA -
President George Bush launched the National Security Language Initiative Jan. 5, and 
University of Montana President George Dennison was there to hear how the University could be 
involved.
The U.S. University Presidents Summit focused on the initiative, which is a plan to 
strengthen national security and prosperity through education, specifically in foreign language 
skills. The plan focused on what the U.S. government, along with the private sector and 
universities, can do to better prepare students for the global economy.
The initiative looks to increase the fluency and competency of U.S. students studying 
foreign languages, particularly those they deem “critical need” languages, including Arabic, 
Chinese, Russian and Korean. The plan specifically has an interest in students studying foreign 
language who have a vested interest in science and technology.
“We just simply are not doing that well in our country on educating our students in 
science and technology,” said UM President George Dennison.
The initiative proposes to create more opportunities for students studying critical need 
languages, along with science and technology, by offering scholarships, helping to expedite visa 




Remarks by President Bush, First Lady Laura Bush, Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice 
and U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings were given during the two-day conference 
organized by the State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Representatives 
attended from all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
A news release by the U.S. Department of State said the nation’s lack of foreign language 
skills is hindering the country’s communications and business competitiveness with other 
countries. To solve this problem and strengthen national security, the plan offers three proposals.
First, it looks to expand the number of Americans mastering critical need languages and 
start teaching them to students at a younger age. Second, the plan asks for an increase in the 
number of advanced-level speakers of critical need languages. Finally, it highlights the need for 
an increase in the number of foreign language teachers and the resources to employ them.
“While only 44 percent of our high school students are studying any foreign language, 
learning a second or even a third foreign language is compulsory for students in the European 
Union, China, Thailand and many other countries, including those you might not expect like 
Kazakhstan,” Spellings said. “Many begin learning before they’re even 10 years old. As fluent, 
accent-less adults, they will have a strong advantage over monolingual Americans in developing 
new relationships and businesses in countries other than their own.”
UM already is involved in a myriad of projects to recruit foreign students and encourage 
current students to spend a semester abroad. Both recommendations were presented by 
representatives of the initiative.
“We haven’t grown as rapidly as I’d like to see in attracting foreign students,” Dennison
said.
Although, UM has only about half of the foreign students Dennison would prefer, the 
University hasn’t dropped off in the level of international students it hosts like other learning 
institutions have nationwide post-9/11.
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During the conference Bush said, “And so, Madam Secretary, in front of these presidents, 
you and I vow that we’ll find that proper balance between security and letting people come to our 
universities for the good of this country.”
The other half of the plan — convincing U.S. students to study abroad -  has been slowed 
by the student’s need for scholarships to attend a semester overseas. Currently, the International 
Student Exchange Program, which has nearly 230 participating universities — half in the United 
States and half overseas — is helping students study abroad. The program provides an exchange 
for students between the participating universities. The great thing about the program, said 
Dennison, who also chairs ISEP, is that students can pay their regular in-state tuition and attend a 
semester at an institution abroad. The only additional expense then is travel.
If the National Security Language Initiative receives the funds it needs, more scholarships 
will be provided for students planning to study abroad, which Dennison hopes UM students can 
take advantage of and receive.
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